
Being A Historian Summative Assessment
What are you doing?
You will research an event from your past and gather evidence from three (3) sources who also experienced/witnessed the event. Use a graphic organizer to record your findings and document your sources of information. Analyze the reliability of each source using the OPCVL technique and complete a five (5) paragraph written report (expository writing) that evaluates the value and limitations of each source. The paragraphs will be broken down in the following way:
1. Introduction- Explain the event they researched and why they chose it. Give background information on each perspective they researched (who are they, why were they chosen, how old were they when the event took place, where were they when it took place, etc...)
2. Perspective #1- Explain their personal experience of the chosen event and how they remember it taking place.
3. Perspective #2- Explain the relevant evidence gathered through the research process from the perspective of a second source.
4. Perspective #3- Explain the relevant evidence gathered through the research process from the perspective of a second source.
5. Conclusion- How did the accounts of the event differ? How were they the same? Explain why one person may experience an event different from someone else. How does this relate to the process used by historians to create historical accounts of events?

This assessment provides the opportunity for students to go through the process of a historian (gather evidence, evaluate sources, create a narrative, etc...) and determine how personal experience and perspective impact our understanding of the past.

